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Dear St Mary’s DSG Community 

Not many of you will remember “The Seekers” from the 1960s. This Australian 

quartet blessed my early life with beautiful, folk music inspired songs.  Songs 

such as “Hey there Georgie girl” and “To everything turn, turn, turn” still bring 

a smile of romantic remembrance of good, safe and happy times. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRg9NkIdjVs 

The latter song is of course inspired by the famous biblical verses from the 

Apocrypha in Ecclesiastes Chapter 3. This magnificent piece of poetry should 

adorn a wall of every house for it speaks of a number of aspects of life which 

are inevitable: the repetitiveness of life and the relentless passing of time 

come through with the rhythm of the writing, and the juxtaposition of 

opposites strongly illustrates the inevitable ups and downs of life.  

There is a time for everything, 

    and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
2     a time to be born and a time to die, 

    a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
3     a time to kill and a time to heal, 

    a time to tear down and a time to build, 
4     a time to weep and a time to laugh,   

    a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
5     a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 

    a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
6     a time to search and a time to give up, 

    a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
7     a time to tear and a time to mend, 

    a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
8     a time to love and a time to hate, 

    a time for war and a time for peace. 

 

Verses 9 – 14 which follow importantly puts these poetic words which bring us 

down to earth into context. 

 What do workers gain from their toil? 10 I have seen the burden God has laid 

on the human race. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has 

also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has 

done from beginning to end. 12 I know that there is nothing better for people 

than to be happy and to do good while they live. 13 That each of them may 

eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God. 14  
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And what is the relation to St Mary’s DSG in all this you may ask? 

As a 140-year-old school, which we hope and pray has been faithful to the 

purpose of her foundation, it is the real long term purpose of education which 

underpins our existence, not the fleeting yet attractive pleasures of success 

as measured by the eyes of the world. Despite the changes, and ups and 

downs which beset us, we remain in it for the “long game.” Successive years 

and the sacrifice of those who have loved and served her, have 

strengthened the foundations, and while slight changes in direction may 

have occurred, this old and gracious “lady” carries a momentum and 

purpose which determines her own direction.  

At the moment we are in the midst of transition, it would seem. Colleagues 

we love, and who love the School, are moving on. Others, myself included, 

are reaching the end of their professional career in the near future, and all of 

us feel the insecurities attached. I assure you none more than myself! 

Yet this School is not ours…it is ours to serve. It is complete arrogance to think 

that any single person can do any more than look back and say, “I hope I 

made a difference in the lives of the ‘daughters of the King!’”  

As I walked amongst the girls this past week, I was struck once again by the 

pulse of the School. There was tranquillity which belied academic 

endeavour, outbursts of laughter, and peals of excitement. Little ones 

hugging, holding hands with innocence. Girls dancing on the grass before 

settling into Hamlet. Efforts on the sport fields, and late in the evening sounds 

of preparations for Cultural Day. Voluminous support during a match, and a 

single votive candle alight in the chapel. I thought to myself of the blessings 

of our people at this School and a deep well of contentment filled me.  

The “daughters of the King” are cradled in the arms and loving hands of a 

precious institution which like the reading from Ecclesiastes knows that “He 

has made everything beautiful in its time” and says like Julian of Norwich “All 

will be well, and all will be well, and all manner of things will be well.” 

 

 

 

 

The Revd Canon A W Paterson 

Head of School 
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The Power of Play 

As a new month dawns, I am reminded through a message from 

the bank that I am paying for fees at the gym where I have not 

set foot this year. In the crazy busyness of our times, when do we 

take time for ourselves and just ‘play’? When last have you 

thought about how or if your children play? When last have you 

taken time to play with your children or to watch them play?  

Play is crucial in a child’s development; here’s why:  

1. Play lays the foundation for literacy. Through play children learn to 

make and practise new sounds. They try out new vocabulary, on their 

own or with friends, and exercise their imagination through storytelling. 

2. Play is learning. Play nurtures development and fulfils a child’s inborn 

need to learn.  

3. Play encourages adults to communicate with the children in their lives. 

Adults support play by giving children opportunities to play, and by 

knowing when to intervene, and when not to intervene. 

4. Play gives children the chance to be spontaneous.  

5. Play gives children choice, this allows them to express themselves. 

6. Play gives children space. To practise physical movement, balance 

and to test their own limits. 

7. Play gives adults the chance to learn how to play again. One of the 

most challenging parts of play is incorporating yourself in it. 

8. Play allows adults to learn their child’s body language. Knowing when 

you should incorporate yourself in your child’s play is key. 

9. Play teaches adults patience and understanding.   

10. Play is fun. Learning to play well, both by themselves and with others, 

sets children up to be contented and sociable.                                                                             

  https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/10-reasons-why-play-important/                                                                                              

As I reflect on these thoughts I am reminded of how important it is to not fill 

our girls’ days up with activities to keep them busy while we cram in the last 

few hours of work. We are so privileged to have the After Care Centre that 

we have, where our girls can play (learn) in a safe, fully-equipped 

environment.  

Mrs Tarryn Molver 

Head of Foundation Phase  
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Junior School Natural Science 
 

“To raise new questions, new possibilities, to regard old problems from a new 

angle, requires creative imagination and marks real advance in science.” 

Albert Einstein  

 

In Natural Science we strive to provide our girls with the space to ask 

questions, to consider all possibilities and opportunities to express what they 

know, want to know and what they have learnt. In this way they can use their 

imagination to come up with creative solutions to any problems they may 

encounter. 

The Grade 5s had such an opportunity during their topic on gas planets 

which ended with a fun opportunity to make one of these planets, Jupiter, 

and then cause a reaction between baking soda and vinegar to produce a 

gas. 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grade 6s had the opportunity to make predictions about which 

combination of active ingredients would lead to the biggest ‘eruption’ during 

their topic on Volcanoes. This allowed the girls to be creative and come up 

with possible ways to improve their method.  
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Abe Bailey Bilingual Speech Competition 

 

Congratulations to Maria Coetzee (80%), Lisa Boer (84%) and Isabel Coetzee 

(81%) for their outstanding performance at the Abe Bailey Bilingual Speech 

Competition held on Wednesday, 22 May, at Laerskool Constantia Park. 

Lisa Boer also qualified for the final round.  

Congratulations girls!!  We are proud of you!! 

Mrs J van der Merwe 

Deputy: Operations 
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JUNOIR SCHOOL ENGLISH 

With the Junior School exams fast approaching, it is pertinent to reflect once 

again on the importance of reading comprehension strategies. Keep this list 

handy and encourage your daughters to implement these strategies in all 

learning areas. They are guaranteed to foster understanding, and thus assist 

memory, when preparing for exams. 

Happy studying! 

Reading Comprehension Strategies 

Make Connections 

 

What connections do I 

make as 

I read? 

Good readers notice 

pieces of 

text that relate to or 

remind them 

of: 

Their lives, past 

experiences, 

and prior knowledge 

Other books, articles, 

movies, songs, or pieces 

of 

writing 

Events, people, or issues 

Tips:That reminds me 

of… 

This made me think of… 

I read another book 

that… 

This is different from… 

I remember when… 

Visualize 

 

Good readers create 

pictures in 

their minds while they 

read. 

While reading, note 

places where 

you get a clear picture 

in your 

mind that helps you 

understand 

the text: 

I can picture… 

I can see the… 

I can visualize… 

The movie in my head 

shows… 

Use your senses to 

connect the 

characters, events, and 

ideas to 

clarify the picture in 

your head. 

I can taste/hear/smell 

the… 

I can feel the… 

 

Ask Questions 

 

Good readers ask 

questions 

before, during, and 

after reading 

to better understand 

the author 

and the meaning of the 

text. 

Ask questions of the 

author, 

yourself, and the text: 

What is the author trying 

to 

say? 

What is the message of 

this 

piece? 

Do I know something 

about 

this topic? 

What do I think I will 

learn 

from this text? 

How could this be 

explained 

to someone else? 

What predictions do I 

have 

about this reading? 
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Infer 

 

How do I read between 

the 

lines? 

When the answers are 

“right there,” good 

readers 

draw conclusions based 

on 

background 

knowledge and 

clues in the text. 

Ask yourself: 

I wonder why… 

I wonder how… 

I wonder if… 

Find information from 

the text 

that might be clues to 

the 

answers and use these 

with 

your background 

knowledge for 

possible answers. 

 

Determine Importance 

 

What’s the big idea? 

So what? 

Good readers look for 

things that 

help them identify big 

ideas and 

why they are important. 

Look at text features for 

clues: 

Titles and headings 

Bold print 

Pictures and captions 

Graphs and charts 

Chapter objectives and 

questions 

Tips:The big idea is… 

Most important 

information 

is... 

So far I’ve learned… 

The author is saying… 

This idea is similar to… 

 

Synthesize 

 

How do I use what I’ve 

read to 

create my own ideas? 

Good readers combine 

new 

information from their 

reading 

with existing knowledge 

in 

order to form new ideas 

or 

interpretations. 

Synthesis is creating a 

single 

understanding from a 

variety of 

sources. 

Tips: Compare and 

contrast 

what I’m reading with 

what 

I already know or other 

sources of information. 

Think of new ways to 

use this 

information. 

Can connections I 

make 

across this text help me 

to 

create new 

generalizations or 

new perspectives? 

 

 

http://www.scholastic.com 

Adapted from the work of Beal, Keene, and Tovani 

 

Mrs Therese Ewart-Phipps 

English Teacher 
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Junior School Outreach 

 

This term started with the blanket collection for Lent. The junior school 

collected 83 blankets and about 15 scarves as well as a few beanies. Thank 

you to all the parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles who found time to 

crochet and knit the most beautiful blankets. 

 

Some dry groceries were donated at the end of last term: 

these were gladly received by the Louis Botha Children’s 

Home. They made an urgent plea for help after their 

subsidy hadn’t been paid for the past four months and 

the food was a welcome relief to their strained budgets. 

The junior school supported Tekkie Tax Day and collected 

funds toward education initiatives. The girls wore very 

trendy tekkies as part of their uniform on Friday 31 May. 

Some even used the opportunity to set a trend by 

wearing two different tekkies. Well done, girls, for 

supporting this valuable initiative so enthusiastically. 

 

 

 

 

And on a final note once again we have great joy at giving two of our 

students a great big shout out for initiating their own charity drive.  

Prital and Juhi Joshi raised money from family and friends so that they could 

give some hampers to the homeless. They went out into Sunnyside and 

handed out 100 hampers to the homeless people outside the police station, 

parks and on the side of the roads. 

The hampers each had blanket, scarf, gloves, hat, socks, tin food, mealie 

meal, biscuits, soap, toilet paper, clean water, sweets and a chocolate bar. 

 

These are the feel-good stories that make St Mary’s DSG girls remarkable 

ambassadors in our society.  
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Grade 8 St Mary’s DSG and St Alban’s Shakespeare Day 

 

On Wednesday 15 May, the St Alban’s Form 1 

boys visited St Mary’s DSG for a fun-filled morning 

of activities centred around Romeo and Juliet. 

The programme and activities, co-ordinated by 

Ms A. Watson included Storyboards, Twitterature, 

Soliloquies and Running Dictation of the Prologue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon arrival, the St Alban’s boys were shown to the Diocesan Hall to meet 

our girls. The groups were “mixed ‘n matched”, each group was allocated a 

teacher, and the games began. After the morning of activities, the boys and 

girls gathered in the Diocesan Hall and shared snacks, comments and even 

phone numbers.  

A big ‘thank you’ goes to the St Mary’s DSG English Department for hosting 

the event and to the teachers of the English Departments of each of the 

schools for facilitating the fun.  

 

The English Department Team 
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GRADE 11 ENGLISH EXCURSION 

 

On Friday, 24 May, our Grade 11s travelled to The Brooklyn Theatre (alias the 

castle of Elsinore, Denmark) for an encounter with Hamlet. The production by 

Think Theatre truly brought the characters to life — Polonius’ pompous 

advice-giving and foolish spying, Hamlet’s despairing soliloquies and the 

masterful role-shifts of the player king/gravedigger/Osric will not easily be 

forgotten. 

Mrs Olga Nel  

English Teacher 
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Eco-Brick Matters 

 

This year, St Mary’s DSG has found yet another way which enables us, the 

students, to give back to our community: we embarked on the journey of 

creating Eco-bricks. Eco-bricks are solid ‘bricks’ created from recycled 

materials. The task requires us to collect heaps of plastic to fill 2 litre plastic 

bottles to capacity. These bricks are multifunctional and can be used to 

construct an array of useful household tools, ranging from furniture to actual 

houses. This initiative allows us to decrease the amount of plastic waste within 

St Mary’s DSG, and also teaches us the importance of giving back. 

Furthermore, it stops the stigma that you need to have money to give back 

to your community. Constructing eco-bricks is a fun, stimulating yet 

challenging project. Below are images of the Transformation Portfolio filling 

their eco-bricks, as they do every chance they get during the tutor group 

sessions. We now challenge the parents and the rest of our St Mary’s DSG 

community to participate in this venture. Include an Eco-brick session in your 

next book club or ‘whine’ club!  

 

Grade 12 Eco-Angel: Chido Machawira and the Transformation Portfolio 
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How do you define success? 

Success is a journey, not a destination 

(by Jesse Daley) 

 

It is often said that success occurs when preparation meets opportunity. 

Opportunities will, at some point or another, present themselves with time, but 

how are you treating yourself, through all of the time spent in preparing to 

accomplish your goals? 

Are you giving yourself credit for the work and the energy that it takes to 

become a more successful individual? 

A major aspect of the success equation has to do with being GOOD to 

yourself. Treating yourself with kindness and encouragement. It’s important to 

celebrate all victories, large and small on your way toward reaching your 

dreams. 

It all begins with recognising that you are a successful individual RIGHT 

NOW, and your successes can only go up from here. 

Simply having the determination to pursue your happiness, your goals and 

your dreams is a success in itself. 

It takes an incredible amount of courage to wake up every morning and 

keep moving and keep motivating yourself to work toward the life 

that you’ve imagined for yourself. 

Success is a journey, not a destination! 

Your preparation should be celebrated. Success is not something that you 

ARRIVE at one day. Success has everything to do with your individual day to 

day choices, actions and experiences. No matter how big or small they are. 

Success has to do with being true to who YOU are and how you choose to 

respond to every circumstance that occurs in your life. 

Remember that feeling successful has much to do with how you personally 

define success.  
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So really ask yourself: How do you define success? 

Do you define success as having MORE in your life, more friends, more 

money, more recognition, more medals, more material items? 

Do you define success according to other people’s standards? 

Or do you define success as feeling HAPPY with who YOU are? Being happy 

with YOUR choices and being GRATEFUL for all that you have in your life 

today? 

Aim to shift your focus from thinking of success as being something that is 

always out of your reach, or something which involves constantly wanting or 

needing more, or keeping up with other people. 

And focus instead on being grateful and happy for who YOU are and what 

you have RIGHT NOW! 

 

Whatever it is you might be going through right now, regardless of 

how challenging it may be, there is always much to be thankful for. 

Be grateful for who YOU are and fully appreciate your individuality and all 

that you have in your life now.  

Do the very best that you can with what you have NOW, while at the same 

time striving toward becoming an even better version of yourself, than you 

were yesterday. 

HAVE FAITH and always believe that you will achieve anything you set out to 

do. 

You are a MIRACLE! There’s no one else like you. Start to view yourself and 

your world today as being MIRACULOUS and TRUST that you will 

create anything you set out to do. 

Albert Einstein said: 

“There are only two ways to live your life  

One is as though NOTHING is a miracle  

The other is as though EVERYTHING is a miracle”  
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Accolades Tea 

 

Motivation for you – especially if you didn’t come to these teas.  

And well done to the girls who were there; we hope to see you again soon! 
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ANXIETY: WHAT PARENTS HAVE TO KNOW AND DO 

 
Anxiety is: 

 

 Normal: everyone experiences anxiety from time to time. It alerts us to threats, 

protects us from danger and helps us to reach important goals.  

 An emotion with a physical response felt in the body: it can make you feel 

sick, cause a sore tummy, headaches, chest pains, sore shoulder muscles, 

numbness, a rapid heart rate and or breathing, as well as excessive sweating. 

 Part of life. Trying to eliminate anxiety from your child’s life is almost 

impossible. Rather learn how to help your child become an expert on coping 

with anxiety. Since anxiety is everywhere, one of the greatest gifts you can 

give your anxious child or teen is the confidence and skills to tolerate anxiety 

whenever it occurs, and to continue living her life positively and efficiently. 

 

Anxiety can become a problem: 

 

Small doses of anxiety in certain situations are useful. However, when your 

child is worrying much of the time, avoiding fun activities, or refusing to go to 

school because she is scared or worried, anxiety has become a problem. 

Think of anxiety like fog: if it covers everything, makes it hard to see, stops you 

from doing what you usually do, and generally gets in the way, then it has 

likely become a problem. 

 

What to do (and not to do) when your child is anxious: 

 

 The goal is not to abolish anxiety, but to help a child manage it. 

Help them learn to tolerate their anxiety and function as well as they can, 

even when they’re anxious. As an additional benefit the anxiety may 

decrease or disappear over time. 

 Do not avoid things just because they cause anxiety. 

Helping children avoid the things they are afraid of will reduce the anxiety 

and make them feel better in the short term, but it reinforces the anxiety over 

the long run. If a child gets upset or anxious, whisking her out of the situation, 

removing the things she is afraid of, or solving the problems for her will not 

help her to develop coping skills. Such a cycle has the potential to repeat 

itself. 

 Teach positive self-talk. Express positive, but realistic expectations. Encourage 

and express confidence that she will be okay, but do not promise that she will 

pass a test or achieve good results.  

 

 Respect her feelings by validating them, but do not empower them by 

agreeing that they are valid. Listen and be empathetic, but encourage her 

to face her fears and show that you believe she can do it and that you will 

be there to support her.  
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 Encourage your child to talk about her feelings and listen without judging or 

reinforcing her fears. Encourage her to tolerate her anxiety. 

 

 Be a good example of somebody who handles stress well, and demonstrate 

and teach coping skills like:   

deep breathing 

stretching, walking, running or going to the gym 

listening to music, singing or humming 

drawing, painting or being creative 

being organised and finishing tasks one by one, step by     step.  

working with a checklist and use a diary 

using humour and not taking life too seriously 

 

 Read about the topic: 

 

Freeing Your Child from Anxiety: Powerful, 

Practical Solutions to Overcome Your 

Child’s Fears, Worries, and Phobias by Tamar 

Chansky Ph.D. 

 

Anxiety-Free Kids: An Interactive Guide for 

Parents and Children by Bonnie Zucker 

 

Helping Your Anxious Child: A Step-by-Step 

Guide for Parents by Ronald Rapee PhD and 

Ann Wignall D Psych 

 

Helpful online links and websites: 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/in-

practice/201301/anxiety-in-children-10-ways-parentscan- 

help 

http://blogs.psychcentral.com/stress-better/2014/11/forget-

positive-thinking-try-this-to-curbteen- 

anxiety/ 

http://www.thechaosandtheclutter.com/archives/create-your-

own-anti-anxiety-kit-for-children 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/08/childhood-

anxiety_n_1500135.html http://lets-explore.net/blog/2010/02/7-

ways-to-help-anxious-kids/ 

http://www.kathyeugster.com/articles/article004.htm 

http://www.adaa.org/living-with-anxiety/children 

 

 

Dr Marthé Pienaar 

Educational Psychologist 
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For those of you who may have missed it, we enclose a 

heart-warming email from a parent which captures 

her experience and lessons learnt from the talk. 

I feel compelled to write to you and I am copying this to key decision-makers in the 

school.  

I would like to thank you and the Parents’ Association for arranging that very inspiring 

talk by Xolani Luvuno and Hein Venter today. I would also like to thank the school for 

supporting the activity.  

First, it was not lost on me that here at St Mary’s DSG – a school associated with a 

certain amount of privilege (suggested by the level of fees paid for education) – we 

and our girls were receiving a lecture by a young man who up to two years ago was 

an addict, an ex-con, and a street dweller who had likely begged some of us for 

food or money at the robot sometime in the past. The outcome of his come-back 

journey to date – being an amputee, a Comrades champion, and completing the 

Iron Man Challenge with two broken fingers – is a testament to his personal strength, 

courage and determination. While that alone is extremely commendable, I also think 

what may not have been expected, but we were privileged to see, was a living 

example of the grace of God at work in the lives of two men.  

 

In 10-15 minutes Xolani demonstrated by his life and using simple words: 

 The seduction and devastating consequences of drug use; 

 The consequences of undervaluing an opportunity for education 

 The importance of not judging others based on appearances, race and 

circumstances 

 The need to be kind to others in school who are different from you 

 The importance of working to become financially independent 

 The value of setting oneself challenges and working to overcome them, and 

 How to value others by reflecting their own beauty and worth back to them 

 

On the last point, I wondered how many of the girls this morning probably needed 

some positive reinforcement from someone – just to say that they were beautiful or 

that they had a bright future to work towards.  

 

I am certain that by being at a school like St Mary’s, these girls would have heard 

these messages many times before.  

 

The difference today was the messenger.  

 

Everytime one of the girls sees someone begging at the street corner, she will be 

reminded not only of Hein’s courage in reaching out to Xolani on the streets, and of 

Xolani’s courage in stepping up to the challenge to turn his life around, but also of 

the messages of self-worth and encouragement  reinforced today, and of what 

God’s grace can do.  

 

Thanks, and keep up the good work 

 

The Parents’ Association 

Committee 

 

1. Parent Engagement: 

The Parents’ Association is the structure 

through which parents in the school work 

together for the best possible education 

and school experience for their children. 

Speaker Series: 

Mental Wellness Awareness : “ 

Masterclass in humility, courage and 

grace” 

We were all inspired by two 

phenomenal local heroes at 

assembly on 13 

May 2019. 
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As we reflect on May as Mental Wellness Month; here are some 

nuggets to ponder on : 

 

 

 

                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key 
to a child’s success is the positive involvement of 

parents” 
Jane D. Hull 

 
pa@stmarys.pta.school.za 
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Tennis 

During the month of May we only have an U15 team entered in the league. 

We have played against Menlopark and Waterkloof’s A teams and lost both 

matches.  

On the senior side of tennis we changed a lot of things. We have added a 

module group so now we have a team tennis group, a module 1 group and 

a module 2 group. Since having more groups we can split the large numbers 

and have fewer girls per group. This way we can have more focused training 

and get to each girl individually. We have faith in this system and we will reap 

the rewards of the time and effort put into this system. 

 

We will implement this same structure in junior school as soon as tennis is in 

season again. 

 

Mr W Myburgh 

Tennis Organiser 
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Junior Netball 

We kicked off our 2019 netball season with matches against 

various schools in our league. 

 

We played against schools such as Doringkloof Primary, 

Brooklyn Primary etc.  

Our teams did very well, and we are happy with the results. 

Our mini netballers also play in the D4 League festivals. We 

are proud of our little ones and their netball skills grow 

continuously. 

 

St Mary’s DSG also hosted two mini netball festivals at school. 

Well done to the minis, and we thank the parents for their 

continued support.  

18 May U7 – 13 took part in the Ocean Basket Netball festival.  

U7 – 9 played well and fun was had by all. U10 -13 played 

excellently! We are extremely proud of the U10 and U13 

teams who won silver medals.  

                          

Ms J Jacobs 

Netball Organiser 
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Squash 

 

NJSA Closed (10-12 May 2019) 

U16A Deneil Beukes 3rd  

U16A Ashton Weir 2nd  

   

U16B Surina Singh 3rd  

 

Country Districts (26-29 April 2019) 

Well done to Surina Singh for participating in the SA Country Districts 

tournament. She was a member of the U16A team. 

Dunlop Easterns Junior Open (5-7 April 2019) 

U16 Deneil Beukes 1st  

 Surina Singh 8th  

 

High School League    Top Schools Play-offs 

13 May      St Mary’s DSG VS Menlo 10-14 

St Mary’s DSG 8 VS PGHS 6 3-12  St Mary’s DSG VS NJSA 8-15 

St Mary’s DSG 8 VS Sutherland 3 0-16  St Mary’s DSG VS Midstream 4-17 

St Mary’s DSG 9 VS Sutherland 4 3-12 

St Mary’s DSG 9 VS PGHS 7 0-16 

St Mary’s DSG 9 VS Sutherland 4 3-12 

20 May 

St Mary’s DSG 2 VS PHSG 2 6-12 

IPTs (15-19 June 2019) 

Well done to these girls for their selection to compete in the IPTs.  

U16A Ashton Weir Number 2 

 Deneil Beukes Number 3 

   

U16 B Surina Singh  Number 5 
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Hockey 

Mini-Hockey 

Our young players have had a great start to the season. They have 

participated in 2 Mini-Hockey Festivals this term. On Saturday 8 June, we will 

be hosting the next Mini-Hockey Festival. 

Grade 1,2 and 3s will field 3 teams per age group. 

The girls are showing good skills, sportsmanship and school spirit. Our parents 

have been great supporters, cheering their daughters on at the Mini-Hockey 

festivals. Well done to our girls and a big ‘Thank you’ to our amazing St Mary’s 

DSG parents.  

 

Junior Hockey 

Our girls have had a very quick good start to the season, with a lot of match 

days so far. On 10 May, we played against Southdowns College and 

Cornwall Hill College on 22 May. On 6 June, we are hosting Hennopspark 

Primary School.  Our girls are playing with great skill and are displaying 

outstanding sportsmanship and school pride.  

On 25 May, along with celebrating Africa Day, we played a Mini Hockey 

Festival and league matches against Pretoria Junior Club.  Our girls played 

good hockey and a competitive but fun afternoon was had by all.  

We look forward to a busy programme, with games in Johannesburg and our 

annual St Mary’s DSG U12 and U13 Hockey Festival in July.  

Results: 

TEAM PLAYED WON LOST DRAWN 

U10 A 4 2 - 2 

U10 B 1 - 1 - 

U11 A 6 3 1 2 

U11 B 2 1 1 - 

U12 A  6 6 - - 

U12 B 2 - 1 1 

U13 A  6 1 3 2 

U13 B 3 1 1 1 
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Basketball 

 

The Pretoria Schools Basketball League started off 

late in the first term and promised to be a positive 

one thus far. Our teams had been preparing for 

the past two months, playing against schools in 

Johannesburg and Pretoria. The results were as 

follows: 

TEAM PLAYED WON LOST DRAWN 

U14 A 3 3 - - 

U15 A  3 3 - - 

U15 B 3 2 1 - 

U16 A 5 5 - - 

OPEN A 4 1 3 - 

 

With the great results achieved in the regular season, our U14 A, U15 A, U15 B 

and U16 A teams qualified for the play offs which took place on Friday, 24 

May 2019, at St Mary’s DSG and the finals on Saturday, 25 May 2019, at The 

Glen High School.  

The teams did exceptionally well and achieved the following results: 

U14 A  3rd Position 

U15 B   4th Position 

U15 A  1st Position 

U16 A  1st Position 

On top of the team awards, the following girls were awarded special 

accolades for their contribution to the success of their respective teams: 

All Star award: 

U14 A Katelynne Olifant   

U15  Karabo Maphenduka and Thando Ngwenya 

U16  Lerato Ijeoma 

Most Valuable Player 

U15  Ludo Matenge 

U16  Thando Mothiba 
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Senior Hockey 
 

Senior Hockey league has come to an end with St Mary’s DSG ending 5th 

overall in a very challenging league! Both Pretoria High School for Girls and 

Cornwall Hill College ‘came down’ from the former Big Schools 1st league. 

Despite this, our U15A team remained undefeated this year – a feat they 

repeated from their U14 season in 2018, and our U16A team finished 2nd in 

their league. Both these teams will be participating in play-offs in early June 

2019. 

Overall, we have much to be proud of and grateful for, including the 

following results: 

Opponent Wins Losses  Draws 

Hoërskool Montana 3 3 2 

Hoërskool Zwartkop 2 6 0 

PHSG 4 4 0 

CHC 2 6 0 

 Hoërskool Oos-Moot 3 4 1 
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Northerns Representatives 
2019 

We are tremendously proud of our  

Northern Gauteng representatives for 2019: 

 

 Tshimollo Mokgwetsi (U14A) 

 Karabo Mathole (U14B) 

 Mignon de Wet (U15A) 

 Hannah Kidwell (U15A) 

 Kamogelo Mahlangu (U15B) 

 Hannah Koorbanally (U15B) 

 Tshepi Phaswana (U16A) 

 Ziko Petse (U16A) 

 Anza Nebotalo (U16B) 

 Reitumetse Nyakale (U18A)  
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Contact Us: 

www.stmarys.pta.school.za 

Tel: 012 366 0500 

Email: dsg@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

http://www.stmarys.pta.school.za/

